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All that could add ignominy to the accused was
done. The lieges were crowded into the space
behind barriers at the end of the hall, the city
fathers under the Lord Mayor were bidden to
attend, and with bated breath the subjects saw
the woman they had always scorned publicly
branded as an incestuous adulteress. The charges,
as usual at the time, were made in a way and upon
grounds that now would not be permitted in any
court of justice. Scraps of overheard conversation
with Norreys and others were twisted into sinister
significance ; allegations unsupported, and not in-
cluded in the indictment, were dragged in to pre-
judice the accused ; and loose statements incapable
of proof or disproof were liberally introduced for
the same purpose. The charge of incest with
Rochford depended entirely upon the assertion
that he once remained in his sisters room a long
time; and in his case also loose gossip was alleged
as a proof of crime : that Anne had said that the
Kong was impotent,1 that Rochford had thrown
doubts upon the King being the father of Anne's
child, and similar hearsay ribaldry. Both Anne
and her brother defended themselves, unaided,
with ability and dignity. They pointed out the
absence of evidence against them, and the inherent
improbability of the charges. But it was of no
avail, for her death had already been settled
between Henry and Cromwell: and the Duke of
1 " Je ne veux pas omettre qn'entre antres choses luy fust objecte
pour crime que sa sceur la pntain avait dit a sa femme (i.e. Lady Rochford)
que le Roy n'estait habile en cas de soy copuler avec femine, et qu'U
navait ni vertu ni puissance.*' This accusation was handed to Rochford
in writing to answer, but to the dismay of the Court he read it out before
denying it. (Chapuys to the Emperor, *9th May. Spanish Calendar.)